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ABSTRACT.— New Florida records are noted for the cactus-feeding phycitine, Cactoblastis cactorum (Berg), described originally from Argentina and 


now established in the United States mainland. 
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Fig. 1. Cactoblastis cactorum (Berg), Little Torch Key, Monroe Co., Florida: a) &, 17 May 1990 (FW = 11mm) (TSD); b) $, 19 May 1990 (FW = 14mm) (TSD). 


On 30 Oct 1989 one female specimen of Cactoblastis cactorum 
(Berg) was collected by the author at mercury vapor light at 
Bahia Honda State Park, in the Florida Keys (Monroe Co.), just 
north of Big Pine Key. Subsequent to this first Florida collection, 
13 specimens (7c, 6?) of this cactus-feeding moth were reared 
during May 1990 by the author from larvae gathered from 
Opuntia stricta (Cactaceae) on Little Torch Key and West 
Summerland Key, south of Big Pine Key in the lower Florida 
Keys. The discovery of C. cactorum in Florida was first reported 
on by Habeck and Bennett (1990). 

The phycitine moth C. cactorum was first described by Berg 
(1885) from Argentina and placed in the genus Zophodia. 
Ragonot (1901) subsequently transferred the species to the genus 
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Cactoblastis. Simmonds and Bennett (1966) discussed the 
introduction of C. cactorum into the Leeward Islands of the West 
Indies (particularly Nevis, Montserrat, Antigua, and St. Kitts) to 
control introduced cactus. Garcia-Tuduri et al. (1971) discussed 
the presence and host plants of C. cactorum in Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. The moth has also been introduced into 
Australia to control cacti there. 

There are subsequent unconfirmed reports of the observation of 
this moth from the Bahamas in 1983 and from Cuba in 1988, and 
it is probable that by "island hopping" C. cactorum reached the 
Florida Keys, where it now appears to be well established. 

Collections since mid-1990 to Oct 1991 by Florida Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services (Division of Plant 
Industry) plant inspectors, and by Dr. F. D. Bennett (Dept. of 
Entomology and Nematology, University of Florida), have 
verified C. cactorum as far north as Brevard Co., on the east 
coast, and Terra Ceia, Manatee Co., on the west coast of Florida. 


$ 
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The robust moth appears to be a strong flier and is a potential 
hazard to Opuntia cacti throughout the southern United States. 
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